
The Feel of a True Custom Home

Custom homes are never the least expensive way to
own a home. The “spec” home builder can provide
more square feet for your housing dollar for several
reasons:

• He uses one set of house plans several times. (A
very large builder might use the same plan only a
few times in one neighborhood, but use it in
dozens or hundreds of subdivisions).

• He can refine his designs and his construction
methods to squeeze the last ounce of material or
manhour of labor out of the project.

• He can buy in large quantities and even “hedge”
his costs during inflationary times.

• He can (and almost always does) put his money
and effort into things that make a great first
impression.

The custom home designer or builder can’t do any
of these things.

Sometimes, though, a custom home buyer pays for
all the extra costs of a custom home and still doesn’t
quite get there. When planning your new home,
consider these ideas:

• Pay for a truly unique house plan. Picking a plan
out of a book doesn’t count—it may be unique in
your neighborhood, but it will never be the “one
of a kind” that stands out as a true custom home.
Sometimes, the small quirks that result from one-
of-a-kind homes become the most appealing
features.

• Control noise, both within the home and that
coming from outside. This is rarely an expensive
item, but makes a difference that is mostly felt
and rarely noticed. Avoid windows on sides of the
home where exterior noise is highest (along a
busy street for example). Use double- or triple-
glazed windows throughout. Pay an extra $100
for the quietest disposal made. If your kitchen
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Have you ever been in a home that “felt” luxurious and expensive, even if the finishes were modest? Did you wonder
just what it was about the place that gave it that touch of class?

sink is stainless steel, select one with 18 gauge
thick material.

• Use solid core doors throughout—even at closets.
You’ll be amazed what the added mass will do for
noise control and a feeling of security. (Remember
how Mercedes compared their automobiles to
American-made cars in the 70’s?)

• Design at least one awesome architectural feature
in a living area. Create a “centerpiece” that you
love and that will wow your guests.

• Pay special attention to your selection of trim
materials (wall base and door casing). A careful
choice does not have to be massive or expensive
to convey a touch of elegance throughout the
home. Don’t overdo the crown molding.

• For kitchen cabinets that look rich, select inset
doors and drawers.
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Keep scale in mind when designing special features
in your home.

(continued)

Maybe we got carried
away with the

architectural feature.
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• Build-in a few cabinets that aren’t normally built-in. Dressers or chests in a bedroom
are a good example.

• Landscape, landscape, landscape. An attractive exterior sets the mood for the entire
home. And it doesn’t have to be expensive to do it. Use native plants to keep watering
costs under control.
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